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RUBY TAKANISHI 

 

 

Ruby Takanishi is president of the Foundation for Child Development in New York City.  

Her interest in how research on children’s development can inform public policy and 

programs is a life-long concern. 

 

Takanishi started as an assistant professor at UCLA in the Graduate School of Education.  

She was Founding Executive Director of the Federation of Behavioral, Psychological, 

and Cognitive Sciences in 1982, and director of the Office of Scientific Affairs of the 

American Psychological Association from 1984-1986.  Takanishi was executive director 

of the Carnegie Council on Adolescent Development, an operating program of Carnegie 

Corporation of New York, from 1986-1996.  She was assistant director for Behavioral 

and Social Sciences and Education in the President’s Office of Science and Technology 

Policy (OSTP) in 1996. 

 

In 1998, she received the Distinguished Contributions to Research in Public Policy 

Award from the American Psychological Association. 

 

Takanishi served on several boards, including the Council on Foundations, Grantmakers 

for Children, Youth, and Families, Grantmakers for Education, the Winthrop Rockefeller 

Foundation, the Advisory Panel on Public Issues of The Advertising Council, Inc., 

National Advisory Committee for The National Children’s Study, and the National 

Advisory Council of the Agency for Health Care Quality and Research, U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 

 

Takanishi was educated in Hawaii’s public schools, and earned her B.A. and Ph.D. from 

Stanford University. 


